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Michelle Kuttel

Professor, Head of Department: Computer Science

MSc, PhD UCT

Expertise: Glycobiology, Molecular modelling, Computational Science, Visualisation, High Performance
Computing

Office: Room 317 .1 Computer Science Building
Telephone: +27 (0)21 650 2663

Email: mkuttel@cs.uct.ac za

Website

Google Scholar profile

Maureen Tanner

Professor, Head of Department: Information Systems

BEng(Hons), MCom, PhD

Office: 3.50, Leslie Commerce
Telephone: +27 (0)21 650 4860
Email: mc.tanner@uct.ac.za




The IS Discipline

e
i
o

. . f I
Organisational | |
g I The Technical |, Fit,” "Harmony . The Social |
L] L] I —
O b J ect|ve S I Component it Component :
| Optimization” J
. - — .. -
Focus on Reciprocal Interactions
Instrumental Objectives Humanistic Objectives
+ Better Performance  [€ _ . — M- Job Satisfaction
» Economic Objectives Use of Sociotechnical principles + Quality of Work Life
will help achieve. ..

Figure 1. A Representation of the Sociotechnical Perspective in IS
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The Social-Technical Continuum
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Figure 3. The Social-Technical Continuum

Sarker, S., Chatterjee, S., Xiao, X., & Elbanna, A. (2019). The sociotechnical axis of cohesion for
the IS discipline: Its historical legacy and its continued relevance. MIS Quarterly, 43(3), 695-720.
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IT

Artificial Intelligence
Bl, data analytics, expert systems
Bitcoin / Block chain / Fintech
Cloud, telecoms, networking, infrastructure
Decision support system & executive IS
Social media/presence, social computing
E-commerce /business /Enterprise systems
Mobile Computing
Internet of things
Healthcare IT

CIRVAINIBIA

Centre for IT and
National Development
in Africa

Est. 1998
60 PhDs

Research

Praxis

Research ¢ IS education
« Busi
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« Security & Privacy
» Grounded Theory Methodology Development « Sharing economy / Digital Platform
e Critical Theory

« Social Network Dynamics
e Critical Realism

: » Technology adoption / usage
< @ « IS design and development

» User experience
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African Context

Societal issues
Economic growth
IT and culture / ethics
public sector IT/service deliver
learning / education
IT Value




Including Context in Research (Brown, 2022)

“Context needs to be considered explicitly and thoughtfully as the research is
designed and theories are formulated” (Davison & Martinsons, 2016)

* Move away from “Situational” treatment of Context
* Country only mentioned in Title and maybe in Data Collection section
» Claims to limits of generalisability, e.g. to country of interest
» Country context is described broadly without relevance to IS phenomenon

 to “Dynamic”
 treat context holistically
« draw from sociomaterial perspectives
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