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The term “consilience” has come to be associated with two linked ideas: not only can discovery be 
confirmed by different sources, but the putative boundaries between sciences, humanities and the 

arts mask an underlying unity. Along this spectrum of meanings lies     the possibility of a grand, 
unified epistemology, offering scholars seamless discovery of knowledge, without the stultifying 

markers of discipline. This raises important questions about the possibilities of a consilient 
scholarship, the cost of not pursuing       interdisciplinary unity, and challenges along the way.  

In this discussion, Prof Anwar Mall gives an overview of the origins of consilience, explaining its 
overall urgency. He is joined by Neil Horne who presents a critical perspective. 
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