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Building on the positive outcomes of the Africa Initiative I, II and III, the European Commission has launched Africa 
Initiative IV under the Horizon Europe Work Programme 2026–2027, with an allocation of approximately €500 million 
to advance EU–Africa cooperation in research and innovation (R&I). Africa Initiative IV focuses on supporting joint EU–
Africa research and innovation activities. This initiative directly contributes to the implementation of the AU–EU 
Innovation Agenda, targeting short-, medium-, and long-term actions across four key priority areas: Public Health, 
Green Transition, Innovation and Technology and Capacities for Science. 

A recording of the Horizon Europe "Africa Initiative IV" Webinar - Focus on South Africa held on 16 March is available 
and prospective applicants are encouraged to watch it before applying: link to webinar 

Upcoming Webinar: Horizon Europe Cluster 6 Opportunities 
Researchers interested in Horizon Europe Cluster 6 opportunities are encouraged to attend this webinar on 26 
October 2026. Register here. 

Africa Initiative IV topics upcoming/expected in 2026-2027 

Topic: HORIZON-CL4-2027-04-DIGITAL-EMERGING-06 (Single stage) 
Deadline: 18 March 2027 

Funding available: 3 000 000,00 € 

Description: The call is designed to support the development, adaptation, testing and deployment of AI solutions in 
collaboration with low- and middle-income countries, including African partners. It sits within Horizon Europe's digital 
programme and specifically contributes to the AU-EU Innovation Agenda. 

 

Topic: HORIZON-CL5-2027-01-D1-11 – Africa-EU co-fund action on climate (Single stage) 

Deadline: 04 March 2027 

Funding amount: €500 million across Africa Initiative IV  

Duration of funding: Please refer to the call schedule 

Funder deadline: Please refer to the call schedule for call deadlines  

UCT Internal Deadlines: 
UCT Intention to submit deadline: Please complete the intention-to-submit form if you intend applying for these calls. 

• UCT eRA: Approval via UCT’s electronic Research Administration (eRA) system is REQUIRED prior to submission to the 
funder. 

• Applicants should contact faculty finance/budget reviewer by no later than four weeks before funder deadline (see 
calls below). 

• eRA Internal Approvals forms should reach the Finance Approver by no later than two weeks before funder deadline 
(see calls below). 

 
Contacts: internationalgrants@uct.ac.za 

https://euraxess.ec.europa.eu/worldwide/africa/events/horizon-europe-2026-2027-initiative-afrique-iv
https://youtu.be/UfaS0-NiMWA?si=OSbz2wMcrlgmlnzP
https://info.iukbc.org.uk/cr/AQiqlwgQq5-sARjMkK-DAjDpragTsj4g_AyJK3HqvKoTXhhnMPLTIpkwAq0NR9nTDYGtI5M
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL4-2027-04-DIGITAL-EMERGING-06?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance&keywords=HORIZON-CL4-2027-04-DIGITAL-EMERGING-06&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502,31094503
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL5-2027-01-D1-11?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance&keywords=HORIZON-CL5-2027-01-D1-11&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502,31094503
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=NUNFkk5Wz0ywsCREW4wD943aRnS3L-RPsF4vKdj41yJUQUVWMFE3MEpDWEg3UVowQU9DTkg5NDhXVCQlQCN0PWcu
http://www.researchsupport.uct.ac.za/rsh/era/internal-process
mailto:internationalgrants@uct.ac.za


Funding available: 15 000 000,00 € 

Description: This Africa-EU co-fund action on climate is one of the flagship climate topics included in Africa Initiative 
IV under the Horizon Europe 2026-2027 Work Programme. It falls within Cluster 5 (Climate, Energy and Mobility) and 
is specifically intended to strengthen long-term Africa-Europe collaboration on climate research and innovation. The 
topic is structured as a co-fund action, meaning the European Commission expects participating countries, funders, or 
organisations to contribute their own funding alongside Horizon Europe resources to support a coordinated research 
programme. The call contributes directly to the AU-EU Innovation Agenda,  

The Africa-Europe climate partnership agenda as well as the Joint research and innovation activities addressing 
climate adaptation, resilience, mitigation and sustainable development in African contexts. 

 

Topic: HORIZON-CL5-2027-02-D3-10 – Renewable Energy Valleys in Africa (Single stage) 

Deadline: 31 March 2027 

Funding available: 9 000 000,00 € 

Description: Renewable Energy Valleys in Africa to increase energy security and energy access in Africa is one of the 
flagship Africa-focused topics under Africa Initiative IV in the 2027 Horizon Europe programme. It is listed under 
Cluster 5 (Climate, Energy and Mobility) and specifically targets the deployment and scaling of renewable energy 
solutions in African regions. The call aims to support the creation of Renewable Energy Valleys in Africa. These are 
geographically defined ecosystems where renewable energy generation, storage, distribution, innovation, skills 
development, and community benefits are integrated within a regional development model.  

The broader goals are to improve energy access in underserved communities, enhance energy security through locally 
available renewable resources, support sustainable economic development and job creation and strengthen Africa-
Europe cooperation on the clean energy transition. 

 

Topic: HORIZON-CL6-2027-02-FARM2FORK-09 – AU-EU Partnership on Food and Nutrition Security and Sustainable 
Agriculture (FNSSA)  

Deadline: 23 September 2027 

Funding available: 6 750 000,00 € 

Description: This is an African Union – European Union Partnership on Food and Nutrition Security and Sustainable 
Agriculture (FNSSA) and is one of the major agriculture-focused topics under the Africa Initiative IV sitting within 
Horizon Europe Cluster 6 (Food, Bioeconomy, Natural Resources, Agriculture and Environment). It is explicitly 
designed to strengthen the long-standing AU-EU partnership on food security, nutrition, and sustainable agriculture. 
The topic contributes to the implementation of the AU-EU Innovation Agenda and supports the joint Africa-Europe 
agenda on sustainable agriculture, food systems transformation, and food security. 

The overarching aim is to generate research and innovation that helps: 

• Improve food and nutrition security in Africa. 
• Increase agricultural productivity sustainably. 
• Strengthen climate resilience of farming systems. 
• Promote environmentally sustainable agriculture. 
• Support equitable Africa-Europe research partnerships. 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL5-2027-02-D3-10?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance&keywords=HORIZON-CL5-2027-02-D3-10&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502,31094503
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL6-2027-02-FARM2FORK-09?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance&keywords=HORIZON-CL6-2027-02-FARM2FORK-09&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502,31094503
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL6-2027-02-FARM2FORK-09?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance&keywords=HORIZON-CL6-2027-02-FARM2FORK-09&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502,31094503


• Deliver real-world impacts for farmers, value chains, and food systems. 

 

Topic: HORIZON-CL6-2027-02-FARM2FORK-02 – Water-Nutrient-Energy Nexus for Climate Smart Agriculture in Africa 
(two-stage)  

Deadline: 08 April 2027 

Funding available: 12 000 000,00 € 

Description: Optimising the water-nutrient-energy nexus for sustainable and climate smart agriculture in Africa 
(FNSSA) is one of the Africa-focused topics under Africa Initiative IV and forms part of the African Union–European 
Union Food and Nutrition Security and Sustainable Agriculture (FNSSA) partnership. It is specifically aimed at 
improving the efficiency and sustainability of agricultural systems by addressing the interdependence of water, 
nutrients, and energy in African farming systems. The nexus concept recognizes that agriculture requires water, 
energy, and nutrients simultaneously and that inefficiencies in one area affect the others. Climate change is increasing 
pressure on all three resources and thus sustainable farming requires integrated rather than siloed solutions. The call 
therefore seeks solutions that improve resource efficiency while increasing agricultural productivity and resilience. 

 

Eligibility Criteria 

See relevant criteria set by the funder by clicking on the links provided above. 

Important notes 

• Applicants are strongly advised to only lead on an EU application if they have experience in leading grants of 
this size.   

• Possible forex losses still pose a significant challenge on EU grants.   
• These grants carry a significant reporting and accounting burden and have complex post 
• award administration requirements.   
• Please complete our Intention to submit form in order to enable us to advise, plan and support as needed.  

 

Application Process 

• Institutional approval via UCT’s electronic Research Administration (eRA) system is required before 
submission.   

• Please to be mindful of any differences between UCT internal deadlines and those set by the external funder. 
Plan your application timeline accordingly to meet both sets of deadlines.   

 

 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL6-2027-02-FARM2FORK-02-two-stage?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance&keywords=HORIZON-CL6-2027-02-FARM2FORK-02&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502,31094503
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL6-2027-02-FARM2FORK-02-two-stage?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance&keywords=HORIZON-CL6-2027-02-FARM2FORK-02&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502,31094503


       UCT Internal Requirements 

Requirement Deadline 

Funder deadline See listed calls 

Complete the Intention to Submit form Immediately 

Initiate eRA and send draft budget to budget reviewer 4 weeks before the funder deadline 

PI submits an eRA Proposal approval request to the Finance Approver 2 weeks before the funder deadline 

Approval form and all supporting documents to reach RC&I via eRA Not applicable 

PI to submit the application on the funder portal by the funder deadline See relevant deadline as per listed calls 

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=NUNFkk5Wz0ywsCREW4wD943aRnS3L-RPsF4vKdj41yJUQUVWMFE3MEpDWEg3UVowQU9DTkg5NDhXVCQlQCN0PWcu

