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	UNIVERSITY OF CAPE TOWN
POSTGRADUATE FUNDING OFFICE
THE SCARBROW BURSARY FUND – 2026


The Scarbrow Bursary Fund invites applications from suitably qualified students who are currently registered or recent graduates of the University of Cape Town, for a bursary that will contribute towards the support of study in 2026/2027 of recognised postgraduate degrees at universities in any recognised university in Europe, the United Kingdom, Ireland, the USA, and Canada.

Eligibility:  Only individuals who are registered students or recent graduates of the University of Cape Town who are registered or who will register at a university in the United Kingdom, Ireland, the USA, Canada and in any recognised university in Europe, are eligible. 

The bursary is only available for the study of the Master’s or Doctoral degrees. 

Value:  The value of the awards will be determined by the Postgraduate Studies Funding Committee and will depend on funds already secured.  The awards will be a contribution towards the full cost of attendance. It is not possible for the Scarbrow fund to provide the full cost of attendance at an overseas university.

Tenure:  The award will be once-off with no renewing of the award available. The once-off award can be awarded at the 1st or 2nd year of the Master’s degree or for the 1st, 2nd or 3rd year of the Doctoral degree.
In the case of a student upgrading from the Master’s to the Doctoral degree, the tenure of award is strictly limited to 1st, 2nd, 3rd or 4th. These tenures are fixed and cannot be extended.

Renewals:  Not renewable

Selection:  Eligible candidates will be considered by a sub-committee of the Postgraduate Studies Funding Committee of the University of Cape Town.

Application Procedure: Eligible candidates are required to submit:
· Application form
· a letter of application; 
· a brief CV (no longer than two A4 pages); 
· A copy of the applicant’s academic transcript(s) must be attached, for degrees completed at universities other than UCT
· An abbreviated Research proposal
· Formal proof of acceptance to, or registration at an approved university in the United Kingdom, Ireland, the USA, Canada and in any recognised university in Europe;
· two letters of reference from academics who have taught/supervised the applicant. These may be emailed directly to Postgraduate Funding Office at fellowships@uct.ac.za 
(subject: Scarbrow_Reference_2026_Applicant name)
· A formal statement of fees and residence costs on the university’s letterhead, and
· A budget showing income from ALL sources (including bursaries, contributions, own funds, etc.) and an indication of the shortfall of funds.
SUBMIT AS ONE PDF 
DOCUMENTS MUST BE IN THE ORDER OF THE CHECKLIST

General: 
· No exceptions will be made to the eligibility criteria and the decisions made by the Postgraduate Studies Funding Committee of the University of Cape Town will be final.
· Only successful candidates will be contacted after the closing date.
· Applications must reach the Postgraduate Funding Office UCT at fellowships@uct.ac.za on or before the closing date.
· There are limited funds available, and awards will reflect a contribution towards the cost of attendance at an approved university.
· An application does not guarantee an award

by no later than 31 October 2026

Enquiries to:  Postgraduate Fellowships Portfolio – fellowships@uct.ac.za 
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Incomplete, inappropriate and/or late applications will be disqualified

	STUDENT DETAILS

	Name and surname
	
	Student Number (PS Number)
	

	GENDER:
	Male 
	
	Female
	
	RACE:
	African
	
	Coloured
	
	Indian
	
	White
	

	Above For Reporting Purpose Only

	UCT STATUS
	Currently registered at UCT (X)
	
	Recent graduate of UCT (X)
	

	
	Master’s programme name
	
	Doctoral programme name
	

	Department
	
	Year of Study
	1st
	
	2nd
	
	3rd
	
	4th
	

	[bookmark: Text9]Faculty
	
	First date of registration towards the Master’s or Doctoral degree
	

	Date of completion
	
	Graduation date
	

	Had you upgraded from a Master’s to PhD degree (Yes/No)
	
	If Yes, provide date of Upgrade: 
	

	Thesis Title:
	

	Name of Supervisor 
	
	Email address
	

	Name of Head of Department 
	
	Email address
	

	NB:  *Attach an updated Curriculum Vitae – no longer than 1 x A4 page
*Attach copies of all academic transcripts for degrees completed at universities other than UCT. (UCT graduates attach unofficial transcripts.)
*Please do not attach copies of certificates. 

	TRAVEL INFORMATION – COMPLETION OF THIS SECTION IS COMPULSORY EVEN IF SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION IS ATTACHED

	Indicate duration at overseas institution ((e.g. January 2026 to March 2027 - 1 years, 3 months))

	Start date
	
	End date
	
	Total 
duration
	

	Name of International Institution /University 
	
	Country
	

	Acceptance status (X)
	Fully accepted
	
	Conditionally accepted
	
	Awaiting final documentation
	
	Registered
	
	Not accepted
	
	Other
	

	If Other, please elaborate
	



	COMPULSORY – MUST BE COMPLETED BY ALL CANDIDATES APPLYING FOR THIS BURSARY
BUDGET – Attach quotations(screenshots) to support the below summary of costs, inclusive of exchange rate used

	Exchange rate used AT TIME of application to calculate summary below and provide link from which it was downloaded 

	Date of exchange rate
	
	Exchange Rate:
	

	Exchange rate Website: 
	

	Quotations/costing (screenshots) to be included to show the below calculations 
(mark with x)
	Amount in foreign currency
(per line item)
	Exchange rate used
	Show calculation
(per line item)
	Total required
(per line item) in ZAR
	Quote/ costing screenshot attached

	EXAMPLE: AIRFARE
	$859
	11.95
	$859*11.95 = R10,261.70
	R10,261.70
	YES
	NO

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total required
	
	

	FUNDS APPROVED/SECURED
	
	

	Grand TOTAL REQUIRED (Total required less funds approved/secured)
	
	



	1. FOR COMPLETION BY THE APPLICANT

	☐
	I, agree to comply with the conditions of the Scarbrow Bursary Fund.  I, understand that the Conditions of Award are not negotiable

	Applicant Name & Surname
	

	Signature
	
	Date: 


Please note that incomplete and/or late applications will not be accepted.

Enquiries:  Postgraduate Fellowships Portfolio – fellowships@uct.ac.za (ENQUIRIES)

The University of Cape Town reserves the right to: cancel nor accept incomplete and late applications | disqualify applications from individuals who do not meet the criteria | make no awards at all

Submit application form and documentation as per checklist as one pdf via email to: fellowships@uct.ac.za (SCARBROW Submission)

	

Please consult the CHECKLIST below to ensure that you have submitted the required documents:

	Documents Required
Note:  Submission of ALL the documents listed below is compulsory
	Check  
(Mark with X)

	1
	Application Form completed and signed by applicant 
	

	2
	Letter of application
	

	3
	A full CV including all publications (no longer than 2 A4 pages) where applicable
	

	4
	Full Academic Transcripts (if your previous degrees were achieved at an institution other than UCT)
NOTE: UCT graduates attach copies of the unofficial transcripts (NO certificates)
	

	3
	An abbreviated Research proposal (no longer than 2xA4 pages duly signed by you and your supervisor) to be conducted 
	

	5
	Proof of acceptance by international institution/Host
	

	6
	Report on progress made to date by Supervisor (if currently enrolled)
	

	7
	A WORK-PLAN giving details of the timeframe for completion 
	

	8
	Motivation letter / reference letters one (Motivation / refence letters may be submitted electronically directly by referees to fellowships@uct.ac.za with subject line: Scarbrow motivation: Student name)
	

	9
	International institution correspondence, relating to tuition fees and residence costs
	

	11
	Quotations(screenshots) – supporting the costing shown on the summary of costs. (Airfare, accommodation, subsistence, local travel costs, etc.…) 
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