[bookmark: _Hlk61262265][bookmark: _Hlk61262046]Call for Applications: 2026 Michelson Prizes – Next Generation Grants
https://www.michelsonmedicalresearch.org/michelson-prizes-next-generation 
Keywords: Early career investigators, immunology, vaccine, immunotherapy discovery, machine learning, AI, nanotechnologyFunding and duration of funding:  $ 150,000 for 1 year to support research

Funder deadline: 22 June 2026, 11:59 pm EDT  
[bookmark: _Hlk65831569]UCT Internal Deadlines
· UCT Intention to submit deadline: Please complete Intension-to- Submit form immediately   
· Please note that this is a 2-stage application process. The initial stage requires the PI to submit a preliminary application, via the funder’s portal here, no later than 22 June 2026. Institutional approval, via UCT’s electronic Research Administration (eRA) system, is NOT required at this stage. 
Contacts: internationalgrants@uct.ac.za


The Michelson Medical Research Foundation seeks to unravel the complexity of the human immune system, accelerating the development of vaccines and therapies for some of the world’s most threatening diseases. 

The 2026 Michelson Prizes is looking for research proposals on human immunology and vaccine research. The committee will look for research that aims to tackle the current roadblocks to human vaccine development and expand our limited understanding of key immune processes that are fundamental to successful vaccine and immunotherapy development.

[bookmark: _Hlk198626946]While the Michelson Prizes are focused on research in the fields of immunology, vaccine, and immunotherapy discovery, applicants from the full spectrum of related disciplines, including clinical research, biochemistry, molecular biology, protein engineering, computer science, artificial intelligence/machine learning, biophysics, nanotechnology, etc., are encouraged to apply

Eligibility:
Applicants must be:
· 35 or younger on 22 June 2026.
· Early-career researchers, postdoctoral fellows, clinical fellows (including residents and interns), doctoral students and other researchers currently in training positions.
· Able to dedicate 50% of their full-time professional effort during the award period to the research funded by this award
Prior experience in human immunology and vaccinology is not required; however, the application must clearly articulate how the proposed research will impact and advance our understanding of human immunology and/or vaccine science.
Award details:
· Funds may be used flexibly for items such as salary, equipment, consumable supplies, travel to scientific meetings, and laboratory personnel working with the awardee.
· More information regarding allowable and non-allowable costs can be found here. 
· The Michelson Prizes does not cover indirect costs
Deadlines and submission process: 
This proposal requires the PI to complete an online application on the funder’s portal 
· Go to My Applications - The Michelson Prizes: Next Generation Grants (or click the ‘apply now’Michelson Prizes: Next Generation Grants )
· Complete the 2026 Michelson Prizes application forms, upload a two-page research project description, and submit your completed application. 
· Applications must contain all the information required in the form to be accepted. 
· [bookmark: _Hlk198626797]Applications must be submitted no later than June 22, 2026, 11:59 pm EDT (UTC -4).  
· Short-listed applicants notified: September 2026
Contact information: 
· Contact internationalgrants@uct.ac.za









