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ABSTRACT 

 
In all industries, accurate, reliable and timely information is very important for informed 

decision-making. This is particularly relevant when working with biodiversity, a 

resource that cannot be replaced once it has disappeared. For example, to reduce the 

impact of land-based wind turbines on birds and bats, it is important that 

conservationist understand the best areas to erect these structures. Numerous studies 

have been conducted in the Overberg area however results of the research are not 

fed back to the community. A comprehensive literature search was undertaken to 

support informed decision-making by the Agulhas Biodiversity Initiative (ABI). The 

literature citations presented are restricted to the Overberg region. 

BACKGROUND 

 
The ABI is a community-based project (landscape initiative) that coordinates all 

conservation; biodiversity and ecotourism work in the Overberg region of the Western 

Cape (see figure 1). One of the ABI roles is to collate information, data and research 

findings on the area and disseminate these findings to stakeholders. Concern has 

been raised by the ABI partners that information is not being fed back to landowners 

and the community, once published, for improved decision-making. 

 

The Flower Valley Conservation Trust (FVCT) as coordinator of the ABI approached 

the Knowledge Co-op at the University of Cape Town (UCT) for help in compiling a list 

of citations. The UCT Knowledge Co-op is UCT’s social responsiveness programme 

that works with the local community to facilitate access to knowledge, skills, resources 

and professional expertise within the University. ABI submitted an idea for this project 

to the UCT Knowledge Co-op and Barbara Schmid, Project Manager, approached the 

Library and Information Studies Centre (LISC) as a partner. 

 

The project entails a comprehensive literature search of all published research, and 

popular articles in the Overberg area (Agulhas Plain). This will be made available to 

organisations such as the Flower Valley Conservation Trust, farmers and local 

planners and municipalities. The report provides a list of research studies completed 

in areas related to the environment, conservation, socio-economic, demographics, 

etc., to reduce duplication of effort and strategically close knowledge gaps using the 

limited resources available. 
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Figure 1: Graphic representation of the Overberg region (Swellendam Backpackers, 2009
1
).  

 

The literature search process: 

• Reference interview involving the FVCT, LISC and Knowledge Co-op. This was 

to gain a better understanding of the topic and clarify all aspects of the query; 

• The methods followed in conducting the literature search; and 

• Results and discussion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2: Location of the Agulhas Plain  

                                                
1
 Swellendam Backpackers. 2009. Overberg – Western Cape Map Available: 

http://www.swellendambackpackers.co.za/overberg_map.jpg [2015, June 6]. 
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PART A: THE REFERENCE INTERVIEW 

 
Lesley Richardson (Executive Director of the Flower Valley Conservation Trust), 

Barbara Schmid (Project Manager at University of Cape Town (UCT) Knowledge Co-

op), Michelle Kahn (Lecturer in Library and Information Studies Centre at the 

University of Cape Town) and Brenda Daly (Student at the Library and Information 

Studies Centre) attended the interview on 14 April 2015 at the Kirstenbosch National 

Botanical Garden. 

 

Interviewer, Brenda Daly, opened the interview by providing the initial background to 

the project stating that the Cape Action for People and the Environment (C.A.P.E) 

partnership applies a landscape-level approach to biodiversity conservation, through 

its nine landscape initiatives. CAPE is a 20 year partnership of government and civil 

society aimed at conserving and restoring the biodiversity of the Cape Floristic 

Region. The partnership consists of 37 signatory partners, one of which is the Flower 

Valley Conservation Trust. With donor and local funding the Agulhas Biodiversity 

Initiative (ABI), one of the nine landscape initiatives, was launched by the South 

African National Parks (SANParks) (also a CAPE signatory partner), local landowners 

and partners in 2003. When the Global Environment Facility (GEF) funding came to an 

end in 2010, the Flower Valley Conservation Trust became the coordinating agent and 

the ABI continued albeit with a different organisational structure (voluntary 

association). Project stakeholders include communities, private landowners, local 

authorities, and various government bodies at provincial and national level. The 

overarching aim is to promote integrated conservation and development of the area. 

The stated objective of ABI is: “To foster biodiversity through sustainable and 

integrated socio-cultural-, economic and environmental development in the Overberg”. 

 

Lesley Richardson elaborated that scientists lead by Prof. Richard Cowling (who is a 

renowned researcher with numerous publication on the Cape Floristic Region), 

discovered the most amazing biodiversity following research conducted in the area in 

the 1980s and 1990s. Richard Cowling was commissioned to look at the Agulhas 

Plain when Eskom bought property – a property which the government has since 

earmarked to potentially build a nuclear power station. Cowling and fellow scientists 

provided the first overview of biodiversity in the area in the 1980s. The ABI forms a 

triangle from Bredasdorp to Hermanus and down to the Agulhas point.  
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Through the research of Cowling and others, landowners realised the importance of 

the biodiversity in the area and the importance of documenting the literature of the 

area. A large number of the studies were started with the commissioning of the Eskom 

study and the request is to find the earlier publications of studies done in the area. An 

Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) process was also undertaken in 2000 and 

the ABI partnership is keen to know what has been done since then with regards the 

EIA on the nuclear power station. 

 

The research undertaken through the 80s and 90s and more recently as part of the 

EIA commissioned around the nuclear power station all needs to be included in this 

project. There have also been a number of other studies including studies on soil 

science, fauna and flora, alien clearing and climate change. The Department of 

Forestry also conducted research in the 1980s. 

 

Working towards the conservation of the biodiversity heritage in the area, the ABI 

plays a leading role in coordinating public-private sector engagement and is an 

initiative that came out of the GEF funding. The project has a very strong community 

development layer; sustainable harvesting of flowers, while responsible tourism was 

another economy, the project wanted to develop to make the area prosperous. This 

extends to social science studies and Beatrice Conradie has done a number of studies 

on socioeconomic aspects of the ABI. 

 

Scientists still come into the area from different universities with research projects, at 

times similar to those done in the past. A further concern is that research findings are 

not shared with the community, who often assisted in the collection of the data (e.g. 

thatching industry). The availability or access to literature will prevent future 

duplication and the association has requested that results from the research are fed 

back for better management of the area. The most recent studies in the Overberg area 

are related to wind energy where scientists/consultants are approaching the 

community members individually and the landowners are questioning the availability of 

information to aid in this decisions-making. Although, the ABI has commissioned the 

literature search, they will not be the end users of the product. 
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Michelle Kahn stated that unpublished articles should be included if these can be 

found, however suggested that a pilot search be done to determine just how much 

there is. If too big then perhaps this should be narrowed down so that a more 

comprehensive search can be done. 

 

Brenda Daly described the timelines for the project. A pilot search will be completed at 

the beginning of May and the final product will be due on 5 June 2015.  

 

Barbara Schmid requested that if certain aspects are excluded this is noted so that 

subsequent studies are aware of this. Michelle Kahn suggested placing these details 

at the end of the project report in the section on reflection and providing 

recommendations. 

 

Lesley Richardson stated that she floated the idea of the literature search with ABI 

and the association is really excited. Heather D'Alton does the ABI website and Lesley 

Richardson questioned if ABI can place the bibliography and articles on the ABI 

website. Michelle Kahn suggested including links to publications that are available and 

a note of which database. This will ensure that the Knowledge Co-op can do follow-up 

on publications that are not publically available. It was agreed that an annotated 

bibliography will not form part of the literature search and will only include the 

discovery and compilation of a reference list. 

 

Lesley Richardson shared that Jane Turpie was another relevant and significant 

scientist, involved in developing ecotourism along the coast. 

 

During the interview it became evident that the following areas need to be addressed: 

� The literature must be on data collected in the area or relevant to the area; 

� Information management of the biodiversity resources in the area. This will be 

used to manage the resources; 

� Must have relevance to the farmers and planners. 

 

List of keywords and synonyms highlighted in the interview: 
 
Location: 

Agulhas Plain Overberg region Groot Hagelkraal 



9 
 

 

Focus of studies identified during the interview: 

Soil science Climate change Cape hare 

Landscape initiative Ecotourism Community-based tourism 

Wetlands Marine Estuaries 

Sustainable use Terrestrial Fresh water 

 

Some organisations that have done research in the area: 

� SANParks Scientific Services (Ecological Division at the Agulhas National Park) 

� Endangered Wildlife Trust (EWT) 

� Cape Action for People and the Environment (C.A.P.E) 

� Biodiversity and wine initiative 

� Agulhas Biodiversity Initiative (ABI) 

� Birdlife 

� Critical biodiversity areas 2014 

� Overberg Lowlands Conservation Trust 

� Cape Nature Scientific Services 

� De Hoop Nature Reserve 
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PART B: STRATEGY FOR SEARCHING THE LITERATURE 

 
A search strategy was developed for the purpose of this project, to identify studies 

completed in the Overberg region in the areas of biodiversity, environment, 

conservation, socioeconomic and demographics. The search identified databases, 

search terms and web-based literature sources. Documents were screened based on 

title and excluded or included based on relevance to biodiversity (conservation and 

preservation), quality and geographic coverage. Additional sources were identified 

through reference lists of articles. 

 

The platforms ScienceDirect, SpringerLink and Scopus were selected as subject 

specific databases as these contain the principle journals for biodiversity/science 

research and practice. The platform JSTOR was targeted as it contains journal 

content across a large range of academic subjects. 

 

In addition, the platform LexisNexis was searched for articles on the nuclear power 

station due to the business component of the database. 

 

Two preliminary searchers of literature were completed, providing the baseline of data 

and a broader search was then conducted based on the initial search. Listed below in 

table 1 is the information type and sources searched. 

 

Table 1: Databases, internet (information of public interest) and library catalogues 

searched: 

Type of literature Type of information Source 

Books, conference 

proceedings, 

reference material  

Library catalogue � UCT library catalogue (ALEPH) 

� SANBI Libraries Catalogue 

South African titles � WorldCat 

� SA ePublications 

Journal articles Peer-reviewed journals � ScienceDirect 

� SpringerLink 

� JSTOR 

� Scopus 

Open access journals  � Koedoe (African Protected Area 

Conservation and Science) 

� Bothalia African Biodiversity and 
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Type of literature Type of information Source 

Conservation 

� Wiley Online Library 

� Taylor Francis Online 

� Directory of Open Access Journals 

(DOAJ) 

Google Scholar Author searching 

(citation search for 

relevant authors) 

� Richard M Cowling 

� Beatrice Conradie 

� Jane Turpie 

Thesis and 

dissertations 

 � ProQuest Dissertations and Thesis 

(PQD&T) 

� National Electronic Thesis and 

Dissertation (ETD) Portal 

� WorldCat dissertations and theses 

� UWC Electronic Theses and 

Dissertations Repository 

� SUNScholar Research Repository 

Institutional repository Peer-reviewed journal 

literature 

SANBI literature repository, managed by 

SANBI, has a list of all research papers 

published by the biodiversity institution. 

EIA  Not available at time of going to press. 

 
The Database of African Thesis and Dissertations (DATAD) OnLine 
(http://www.aau.org/datad/database) and Networked Digital Library of Theses and 
Dissertations (NDLTD) (http://www.ndltd.org/serviceproviders/scirus-etd-search) were 
not available at the time of the search. 
 
Search statements 
 

The Boolean operators AND/NOT/OR were used in the search statements: 

 

AND – narrows the search by combining words using AND, e.g. Agulhas AND 

Overberg 

OR – broadens the search to include similar or other information connected by OR, 

e.g. conservation OR preservation; 

NOT – excludes specific information from the search, e.g. Jerseyklub 

 

Phrase searching was also used during the literature search e.g. “Overberg region”. 

By adding parenthesis to phrases such as “climate change”, results in the search 
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match these words exactly. Truncation was used to identify all possible endings of key 

terms e.g. diversity*, in this case it indicates the shortening of a word (biodiversity) and 

the search function then matches the string of letters even if they do not share all the 

characters. 

 

Table 2: Five overarching statements 

Search statement Terms 

1  (“Agulhas Plain” OR Overberg) 

AND 

(biodiversity OR conservation OR preservation) 

2 (“Agulhas Plain” OR Overberg) 

AND 

(“climate change” OR bioadaptation) 

3 (“Agulhas Plain” OR Overberg) 

AND 

(ecotourism OR community-based tourism) 

4 (“Agulhas Plain” OR Overberg) 

AND 

(“sustainable use” OR “flower harvesting”) 

5 (“Agulhas Plain” OR Overberg) 

AND 

(marine OR estuaries OR wetlands) 

 

Five overarching statements were developed (see table 2) and these were adapted 

and experimented with until more accurate search results were obtained. Concepts 

were grouped to ensure that information was synthesised which helped clarify the 

thinking of the literature search structure.  

 

Records pertaining to the following topics were excluded: 

• Global search results were excluded.  
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SEARCH RESULTS 

 
 
Enclosed is a list of 137 published and grey literatures (reports, working papers, thesis 

and dissertations, newsletters, magazine articles, official and governmental 

publications and conference papers). All references have been captured in RefWorks 

to generate the report listing below. Where possible the Data Source has been 

included at the end of the citation. 

 

Marine Resources 

Anderson, R.J. Bolton, J.J. & Stegenga, H. 2009. Using the biogeographical 

distribution and diversity of seaweed species to test the efficacy of marine 

protected areas in the warm-temperate Agulhas marine province, South Africa. 

Diversity and Distributions. 15(6):1017-1027. JSTOR.  

Awad, A.A., Griffiths, C.L. & Turpie, J.K. 2002. Distribution of South African marine 

benthic invertebrates applied to the selection of priority conservation areas. 

Diversity and Distributions. 8(3):129-145. DOI:10.1046/j.1472-4642.2002.00132.x 

Wiley Online Library. 

Bernard, A.T.F. 2012. Towards a cost-efficient & standardised monitoring protocol for 

subtidal reef fish in the Agulhas ecoregion of South Africa electronic resource. 

Ph.D. thesis. Rhodes University. Available: 

http://contentpro.seals.ac.za/iii/cpro/app?id=5198071503234355&itemId=1001674

&lang=eng&service=blob&suite=def. Sabinet.  

Booth, A.J. 1998. Biology, stock assessment and management of the panga 

Pterogymnus laniarius on the Agulhas Bank, South Africa. Ph.D. thesis. Rhodes 

University. Available: http://eprints.ru.ac.za/2988/1/BOOTH-PhD-TR98-69.pdf.  

Chang, N. 2008. Numerical ocean model study of the Agulhas Bank and the cool 

ridge. Ph.D. thesis. University of Cape Town. Available: 

http://uctscholar.uct.ac.za/PDF/91336_Chang_N.pdf.  

De Roeck, E.R., Vanschoenwinkel, B.J., Day, J.A., Xu, Y., Raitt, L. & Brendonck, L. 

2007. Conservation status of large branchiopods in the Western Cape, South 
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Africa. Wetlands. 27(1):162-173. Available:  

http://link.springer.com/article/10.1672%2F0277-

5212%282007%2927%5B162%3ACSOLBI%5D2.0.CO%3B2#  

Dennis, T. 2009. Perceptions of history and policy in the Cape Agulhas area: could 

history influence policy on small-scale fishing? M.Sc. thesis. University of the 

Western Cape. Available: http://hdl.handle.net/11394/2650  

Grantham, H.S., Game, E.T., Lombard, A.T., Hobday, A.J., Richardson, A.J., Beckley, 

L.E., Pressey, R.L., Huggett, J.A., et al. 2011. Accommodating dynamic 

oceanographic processes and pelagic biodiversity in marine conservation 

planning electronic resource. Plos One. 6(2):1-16 Available: 

http://researchrepository.murdoch.edu.au/id/eprint/4022. Sabinet.  

Green, D.B., Klages, N.T.W., Crawford, R.J.M., Coetzee, J.C., Dyer, B.M., Rishworth, 

G.M. & Pistorius, P.A. 2015. Dietary change in Cape Gannets reflects 

distributional and demographic shifts in two South African commercial fish stocks. 

ICES Journal of Marine Science. 72(3):771-781. Scopus.  

Huggett, J.A. 2003. Comparative ecology of the copepods Calanoides carinatus and 

Calanus agulhensis in the southern Benguela and Agulhas Bank ecosystems. 

Ph.D. thesis. University of Cape Town. Available: 

http://hdl.handle.net/11180/7000.  

Mussgnug, R.S. 2013. An assessment of the long-term changes in chondrichthyan 

abundance on the inshore trawl grounds of the Agulhas Bank, South Africa. M.Sc. 

thesis. University of Cape Town. Available: http://hdl.handle.net/11180/6500. 

Neethling, M., Matthee, C.A, Bowie, R.C.K, & Von der Heyden, S. 2008. Evidence for 

panmixia despite barriers to gene flow in the southern African endemic, 

Caffrogobius caffer (Teleostei: Gobiidae). BMC Evolutionary Biology. 8(325):1-9. 

Available: http://hdl.handle.net/10019.1/5103.  

Olyott, L.J.H. 2002. A description of spatial and temporal aspects of the lifecycle of 

chokka squid Loligo vulgaris reynaudii on the inshore spawning grounds and 

Agulhas bank off the South Coast of South Africa. M.Sc. thesis. Rhodes 

University. Available: http://hdl.handle.net/10962/d1005096  



15 
 

Roberts, M.J. 2009. Recruitment variability of Chokka Squid (Loligo Reynaudii) - the 

role of the cold ridge, currents and retention on the Agulhas Bank, South Africa. 

Ph.D. thesis. University of Cape Town. Available:  

http://uctscholar.uct.ac.za/PDF/10576_Roberts_MJ.pdf.  

Russell, I. & Impson, N. 2006. Aquatic systems in and adjacent to Agulhas National 

Park with particular reference to the fish fauna. Koedoe. 49(2):45-57. Available: 

http://www.koedoe.co.za/index.php/koedoe/article/view/120. 

Walmsley, S.A. 1997. The biology of two important by-catch skate species on the 

Agulhas Bank, South Africa. M.Sc. thesis. Rhodes University. Available: 

http://hdl.handle.net/10962/d1005083. 

 

Sustainable Use 

Bek, D., Binns, T. & Nel, E. 2013. Wild flower harvesting on South Africa's Agulhas 

Plain: a mechanism for achieving sustainable local economic development? 

Sustainable Development. 21(5):281-293. Wiley Online Library. 

Conradie, B.I. & Knoesen, H. 2010. A survey of the cultivation and wild harvesting of 

fynbos flowers in South Africa. Port Elizabeth: Economics Department. Nelson 

Mandela Metropolitan University.  

Jayiya, T.P. 2001. Modelling the relative impacts of trawling and longlining on Cape 

hake Merluccius capensis on the inshore Agulhas Bank. M.Sc. thesis. University 

of Cape Town. Available: http://hdl.handle.net/11180/7389. 

Laubscher, C.P. & Ndakidemi, P.A. 2009. A survey of farm-level practices on 

endangered Leucadendron species and the future influence of ecotourism 

development on the Agulhas Plain. African Journal of Agricultural Research. 

4(12):1455-1463. Available: 

http://www.academicjournals.org/article/article1380813913_Laubscher%20and%2

0Ndakidemi.pdf.  

McEwan, C., Hughes, A. & Bek, D. 2014. Futures, ethics and the politics of 

expectation in biodiversity conservation: A case study of South African 
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sustainable wildflower harvesting. Geoforum. 52(0):206-215. 

DOI:10.1016/j.geoforum.2012.09.010. ScienceDirect.  

Mustart, P. & Cowling, R.M, 1993. Impact of flower and cone harvesting on seed 

banks and seed set of serotinous Agulhas Proteaceae. Canadian Journal of 

Botany. 71(10):1363-1368.  

Privett, S.D.J., Krug, R.M., Forbes, G. & Gaertner, M. 2014. Wild flower harvesting on 

the Agulhas Plain, South Africa: Impact of harvesting intensity under a simulated 

commercial harvesting regime for two re-seeding and two re-sprouting fynbos 

species. South African Journal of Botany. 94(0):270-275. 

DOI:10.1016/j.sajb.2014.06.015. ScienceDirect.  

Treurnicht, M., Esler, K.J., & Gaertner, M. 2010. Impacts of ploughing and introduction 

of commercial fynbos species on the diversity of sandstone fynbos on the Agulhas 

Plain, South Africa. South African Journal of Botany. 76(2):416-416. Available: 

DOI:10.1016/j.sajb.2010.02.084. Sabinet 

Treurnicht, M. 2010. Wildflower farming on the Agulhas Plain: fynbos management 

and conservation. M.Sc. thesis. University of Stellenbosch. Available: 

http://hdl.handle.net/10019.1/5138. Sabinet.  

Treurnicht, M., Esler, K. Gaertner, M. & Conradie, B. 2010. Wildflower farming on the 

Agulhas Plain: should we be concerned? Veld & Flora. 96(3):138-139. Available: 

http://hdl.handle.net/10520/EJC113546. Sabinet. 

 

Alien Invasive 

Blanchard, R. 2004. Alien plant invasion on the Agulhas Plain: a detailed description 

of invasion patterns. South Africa: [s.n.].  

De La Fontaine, S. 2013. Assessing the values and impacts of invasive alien plants on 

the livelihoods of rural land users on the Agulhas Plain, South Africa. M.Sc. thesis. 

University of Stellenbosch. Available: http://hdl.handle.net/10019.1/95461. 

De Lange, W.J., Stafford, W.H.L., Forsyth, G.G. & Le Maitre, D.C. 2012. Incorporating 

stakeholder preferences in the selection of technologies for using invasive alien 
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plants as a bio-energy feedstock: Applying the analytical hierarchy process. 

Journal of Environmental Management. 99(0):76-83. 

DOI:10.1016/j.jenvman.2012.01.014. ScienceDirect.  

Fatoki, O.B. 2007. Monitoring the re-growth rate of alien vegetation after fire on 

Agulhas Plain, South Africa. M.Sc. thesis. University of Stellenbosch. Available: 

http://hdl.handle.net/10019.1/2514.  

Gaertner, M., Richardson D.M. & Privett, S.D.J. 2011. Effects of alien plants on 

ecosystem structure and functioning and implications for restoration: insights from 

three degraded sites in South African fynbos. Environmental Management. 

48(1):57-69. DOI:10.1007/s00267-011-9675-7.  

Mirijam, G., Nottebrock, H., Fourie, H., Privett, S.D.J. & Richardson, D.M. 2012. Plant 

invasions, restoration, and economics: perspectives from South African fynbos. 

Perspectives in Plant Ecology, Evolution and Systematics. 14(5):341-353. 

DOI:10.1016/j.ppees.2012.05.001. ScienceDirect.  

Nowell, M.S. 2011. Determining the hydrological benefits of clearing invasive alien 

vegetation on the Agulhas Plain, South Africa electronic resource. M.Sc. thesis. 

University of Stellenbosch. Available: http://hdl.handle.net/10019.1/6855. Sabinet.  

Roura-Pascual, N., Richardson, D.M., Krug, R.M., Brown, A., Chapman, R.A., Forsyth, 

G.G., Le Maitre, D.C., Robertson, M.P., et al. 2009. Ecology and management of 

alien plant invasions in South African fynbos: accommodating key complexities in 

objective decision making. Biological Conservation. 142(8):1595-1604. 

DOI:10.1016/j.biocon.2009.02.029. ScienceDirect.  

 

Plant studies 

Buys, M.H. & Van Der Walt, J.J.A. 1999. Lobostemon daltonii (Boraginaceae): a new 

species from the Western Cape, South Africa. South African Journal of Botany.  

65(2):144-148. Available: http://hdl.handle.net/10019.1/9472. Scopus 
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Cocks, M. 1989. The effect of competition on the plant community structure of a series 

of habitat islands on the Agulhas Plain. Honours thesis. University of Cape Town. 

Worldcat 

Conradie, B & Garcia, M. 2013. An estimate of the recreational value of the Agulhas 

Plain, South Africa, with special reference to the value of plant biodiversity. South 

African Journal of Economic and Management Sciences = Suid-Afrikaanse 

Tydskrif Vir Ekonomiese En Bestuurswetenskappe. 16(2):170-182. Available:  

http://reference.sabinet.co.za/webx/access/electronic_journals/ecoman/ecoman_v

16_n2_a5.pdf. Sabinet.  

Cowling, R.M. & Holmes, P.M. 1992. Endemism and speciation in a lowland flora from 

the Cape Floristic Region. Biological Journal of the Linnean Society. 47(4):367-

383. DOI:10.1111/j.1095-8312.1992.tb00675.x  

Cowling, R.M., Campbell, B.M., Mustart, P., McDonald, D.J., Jarman, M.L. & Moll, E.J. 

1988. Vegetation classification in a floristically complex area: the Agulhas Plain. 

South African Journal of Botany. 54:290-300.  

Cowling, R.M., Gibbs, G.E, Hoffman, M.T. & Hilton-Taylor, C. 1989. Patterns of plant 

species diversity in southern Africa. In Biotic diversity in Southern Africa, concepts 

and conservation. B.J. Huntley, Ed. Cape Town: Oxford University Press. 19-50. 

Cowper-Lewis, M. 2006. My fynbos garden at the tip of Africa: feature. Veld & Flora. 

92(4):218-221. Available: http://hdl.handle.net/10520/EJC112987. Sabinet. 

Curtis, O.E., Stirton, C.H. & Muasya, A.M. 2013. A conservation and floristic 

assessment of poorly known species rich quartz–silcrete outcrops within Rûens 

Shale Renosterveld (Overberg, Western Cape), with taxonomic descriptions of 

five new species. South African Journal of Botany. 87(0):99-111. 

DOI:10.1016/j.sajb.2013.03.017. ScienceDirect.  

Goldblatt, P., Manning, J.C. & Curtis, O.E. 2013. Iridaceae. A new species of 

Hesperantha from the Overberg, Western Cape, and observations on a novel 

mode for pollen transfer in the genus and family by a hesperid butterfly. Bothalia. 

43(2):211-214. Available: 

http://abcjournal.org/index.php/ABC/article/viewFile/97/97.  
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Jeffrey, D. & Moll, E.J. 1987. Langebaan to Agulhas: a coastal survey. Kirstenbosch, 

Cape Town: Botanical Society of South Africa. Sabinet.  

Kitenge, E.M. 2011. Harvesting of invasive woody vegetation (Eucalyptus lehmanii, 

Leptospermum laevigatum, Acacia cyclops) as energy feedstock in the Cape 

Agulhas Plain of South Africa. M.Sc. thesis. University of Stellenbosch. Available: 
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DISCUSSION 

 
Multiple databases and web-based sources were searched to identify the literature.  

Although articles were screened for relevance by title, it is recommended that 

abstracts of these articles are read as a second relevance review. The literature 

search was limited to a geographic area, which include the Overberg and Agulhas 

plain, however with a broad biodiversity scope from agriculture to species 

management. 

 

Citations were only included if it related specifically to the area / regional and global 

search results were not included. Certain phrases were used to ensure accurate 

search results such as “Agulhas Plain” and “Agulhas Bank”. By using the word 

Agulhas resulted in numerous records on ocean and sea currents; these were 

excluded from the search results. Agulhas Bank is a broad, shallow part of the 

southern African continental shelf which extends up to 250 km south of Cape Agulhas 

before falling steeply to the abyssal plain (Wikipedia, 20152). The “Cape Floristic” and 

“Floristic Region” were more phrases used in the search. 

 

Wiley Online Library proved to be a useful resource, followed closely by SA 

ePublication. A complete marine search produced some relevant information along the 

shoreline that was included in the listing, but the majority of the findings were not 

relevant to the project. 

 

The reference interview highlighted names of scientists who had conducted research 

in the area and this proved to be useful in guiding the search during the preliminary 

process. Related research referenced in the literature offered the opportunity of 

expanding the search. 
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